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During the Durum Wheat 
Pre-Seeding Forum last 
Wednesday the West 
Wimmera Durum Group 
held its annual general 
meeting. Chairmen Alwyn 
Dyer thanked all the industry 
people who were present 
on the day as well as the 
South Australian Durum 
Association. “It’s been great 
to see the local support and 
it’s pleasing to hear San 
Remo like the quality of our 
Durum,” he said. “2011-
2012 has been a good year for 
Durum Growers, with good 
yields being achieved and 
growing skilling improving 
greatly. Durum production 
has now reached a point 
where we are being taken 
seriously in this area, which 

has been great encouragement 
to us” Mr Dyer thanked San 
Remo for all their support. 
“The company has always 
treated growers in this area 
very fairly,” he said.

Mr Dyer then declared all 
positions vacant and took 
nominations for the 2012 
committee. The role of 
Chairman will once again 
be filled by Alwyn Dye and 
secretary will once again be 
Barry Crouch. Committee 
members for 2012 will be Ben 
Hunt, Malcolm Eastwood 
and Alwyn Dyer.

Mr Dyer said his motivation 
was to bring more money 
to the district to keep our 
communities going.

West Wimmera 
Durum Group AGM

Agronomist from Westech 
Ag, Andrew Hood presented 
a discussion on how to grow 
durum successfully at the 
recent Durum Wheat Pre-
Seeding Forum. Mr Hood’s 
first point was about paddock 
selection and planning. “Sow 
on either legume or canola 
stubble and sow 10-15gs 
heavier than bread wheat,” 
he said. Mr Hood warns to 
avoid paddocks with group 
B histories and it depends 
on the soil moisture and 
nitrogen levels to sow 
with nitrogen or not. It is 
important to keep zinc and 
manganese levels up.

When dealing with crown 
rot it is important to keep 
plants healthy and as stress 
free as possible and monitor 
moisture levels.

Mr Hood also discussed 
nitrogen management. 
“Know soil levels of nitrogen 
and monitor moisture levels,” 
he said. “Match nitrogen 
applications to moisture 
levels and potential crop 
yield.” Mr Hood suggests 
that you need 5.25kgs of 
nitrogen per tonne/hectare to 
life protein by 1% at or after 
ear emergence.

How to grow durum successfully

Kaniva hosted the Durum 
Wheat Pre-Seeding Forum 
on Wednesday March 21 
with around 50 people 
attending from the district 
and South Australia. The 
forum was organised by the 
Durum Growers Association 
of South Australia and 
included presentations from 
other interested companies 
such as San Remo, ANZ and 
GrainCorp. Chairman of the 
Durum Growers Association 
of SA Leith Cooper opened 
the morning by welcoming 
everyone to the forum.

The first speaker on the 
agenda was Rob Wheeler 
from the South Australian 
Research and Development 
Institute (SARDI). Mr 
Wheeler discussed National 
Variety Trial (NVT) data and 
gave an analysis on the 2011 
Kaniva Durum NVT as well 
as long term performance 
data for Kaniva and South 
Australia. Mr Wheeler 
also discussed disease 
characteristics of durum 
varieties. Following Mr 
Wheeler was Kenton Porker, 
also from SARDI, who gave 
a durum agronomy overview. 
Mr Porker talked about the 
importance of sowing dates 
and which time of the year 

will have the greatest effect 
on grain yield and quality of 
new durum cultivars.

The next guest speaker for 
the day was Dr Jason Able, 
durum breeder and lecturer 
at the University of Adelaide, 
who presented the highlights 
of 2011 and looked at where 
durum farming was heading. 
Dr Able discussed the want 
to increase production of 
durum wheat in the area 
and looked at two upcoming 
varieties WIB803 and 
WIB802 which are expected 
to be officially launched 
sometime this year. Looking 
ahead, it is hoped that the 
Australia Durum Wheat 
Improvement Program 
(ADWIP) will release new 
durum varieties that will 
have a reduced susceptibility 
to crown rot by 2017.

John Sturt from San Remo 
then discussed the quality 
of grain that makes the best 
pasta. “Durum quality is 
superior over hard bread 
wheat,” he said. Steve 
Millington then spoke on the 
Australian Grain Growers 
Co-Operative and the new 
area based contracts they 
have launched.
The forum then paused 

for morning tea which was 
catered for by the ladies of 
the Kaniva Uniting Church.

Following morning tea Steve 
Radeski, South Australian 
Agribusiness Manager ANZ, 
spoke about risk management 
tools and their application 
to durum. Following Mr 
Radeski was Wolsely Farmer, 
Simon Ballinger, who spoke 
about the 2011 Durum Crop 
from a farmer’s prospective. 
Mr Ballinger said “Durum 
growing works out pretty 
well for us and the San 
Remo area based contract 
has been fantastic. We ended 
up locking in all our area to 
durum and that worked out 
well.” In 2011 Mr Ballinger 
sowed durum into a bean 
crop on June 1 and sprayed 
it in August and September. 
Mr Ballinger spoke of the 
importance of zinc on the 
crops. In 2011 Mr Ballinger 
yielded an average of 5 
tonnes to the hectare and 
finished up with 40% DR1 
and 60% DR2. “It was a 
pretty good result,” he said. 
“However, one thing I’ve 
learnt in farming is that no 
year is the same.”

Lachy Allen and Angus 
Johnston from GrainCorp 

then spoke about the durum 
marketing worldwide and 
the global durum outlook. 
Mr Johnston discussed the 
major durum producers 
– America, Canada and 
Europe as well as where 
the Australiad durum is 
exported to. “85% of durum 
in northern NSW and 
southern QLD goes into 
export,” he said. “Australia 
durum is quite well regarded 
in the world market.”

The final presentation of the 
forum was from Mr Cooper 
who looked at future 
challenges. Such challenges 
in the durum market 
include growers dropping 
in and out of durum and 
the fact that durum is not 
tolerant to herbicides. Mr 
Cooper then thanked all the 
speakers and the audience 
for attending the forum. “It 
has been a fantastic response 
and we’ve enjoyed coming 
across,” he said. Lunch was 
then provided at the Club 
Hotel in Kaniva, with pasta 
being supplied by San Remo 
and a complimentary drink 
supplied by GrainCorp. 
Attendees were also given a 
bag of pasta from San Remo.

Durum Wheat Growers head to Kaniva

Kaniva’s Midway Motel 
recently hosted the Durum 
Growers on March 21. 
Farmers from South Australia 
and surrounding districts 
are visiting Kaniva for the 
seminar. Harald and Ana 
at the Midway Motel, were 
delighted to have some of 
the group stay with them, 
especially as the motel has 
recently undergone a series of 
renovations. “All the rooms 
have been painted and have 
new linen,” Ana said. “They 
all have new bedding, new 
towels, 32” TVs and iPod 
docks.” There are also new 
reverse cycle air conditioners 
in each room. “The landscape 
is also looking quite good,” 
Harald said. “Ana has put 
a lot of work into it making 
sure that all rooms are up to 
date and clean and we invite 
anyone wishing to come 
and inspect the rooms to do 
so.” They also have plans to 
complete a new laundry and 
are in the process of finishing 
off bathroom renovations in 
some of the rooms.

Ana and Harald also hosted a 
dinner for the visiting Durum 
Growers on Tuesday March 
20th as well as for some local 
farmers. “We really appreciate 
the support we have been 

shown from the local farming 
community, we quite often 
have shearers and contract 
harvesters staying with us 
and it is great to see locals 
recommending our motel.” 

The Midway Motel is also 
happy to announce they have 
a new website ,which has 
been running for about two 
weeks, which also links to 
their Facebook and RACV 
page. The motel also has 
special rates for locals for 
special occasions such as 
weddings, reunions, birthdays 
and functions.

Harald and Ana at the 
motel wish to thank several 
members of the community 
for their work in helping 
to promote their motel and 
tourism over the years. “We 
want to say a big thank you 
to Anita Condon and Steve 
Smetak for all their work, 
they have been a great help,” 
Harald said. Harald and Ana 
would also like to thank 
KDPAA members for their 
help in promoting the town 
to visitors and tourists, in 
particular Frank & Maria 
Cucinellio, Helen Hobbs, 
Allan and Jenny Heslop, Ian 
and Jan Smith, Jenny Lester 
Smith and Kelvin Moar.
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